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With the sophistication with which kidnappings are strategically orchestrated and masterminded in Niger State especially, 
speculations are rife that either these violent acts against humanity are financially motivated or geared towards eradicating 
Western education proposed by Boko Haram. With school students continually constituting a soft target with which kidnappers 
have found a haven, there is no gainsaying that if the situation is not urgently ameliorated, education in the Northern part of 
Nigeria may gradually go into extinction.

The deplorable security situation in Niger State cannot be over-flogged. However, racial profiling of crime activities seems to 
blur analyzing these insecurity situations from the perspective of the motives behind the heightened spate of kidnapping that 
seems to overwhelm the nation's security detail.

REVIEW OF SIX MONTHS INCIDENTS FROM OCTOBER 2020 TO MARCH 2021
(Source: Nigerian dailies)

March 31, 2021 
Six persons, including five military 

officers and one Civil Defense 
Officer, were feared killed in a 

bandits attack on five communities 
(Allawa, Manta, Gurmana, Bassa 

and Kokki) in Shiroro LGA.

March 2, 2021, 
saw gunmen blocking the road at 
Kundu town, a few kilometres from 
the Zungeru community, to abduct 
not less than 50 commuters along 

the Tegina-Minna road in Rafi LGA. 
March 2, 2021: 

Bandits invaded Gidigori village in 
Rafi LGA, setting 5 cars ablaze 

and carting away valuables.

February 22, 2021: 
The Economic and Financial Crimes 

Commission, EFCC, arrested 9 
suspected internet fraudsters in Minna.

February 2, 2021 
Assailants numbering about 250 

stormed the four villages 
(Kurege, Sabon Gida, Sararai and 
Rafin Kanya) in Shiroro LGA on 

motorcycles, killing about 21 locals 
and abducting not less than 40 

persons. The attack was said to be 
because the community failed to 
participate in the meeting where 

negotiations between the community 
leaders and terrorists to conclude on 

the attendant fees to be paid by 
farmers for seamless farming and 

harvesting of crops without 
intermittent attacks.

December 14, 2020: 
About 19 persons were kidnapped 
and a clergyman killed by gunmen 
at Ogu and Tegina communities 

in Rafia LGA

October 12, 2020: 
Gunmen suspected to be bandits 
killed three persons (the son and 

younger brother of the village head 
and a local vigilante member) at 

Tashar Kare in Rafi LGA

February 17, 2021, witnessed 42 members of Government Science Secondary School of Kagara district of Niger State comprising 27 
students, 3 staff and 12 members of their families being abducted by gunmen who overwhelmed the security detail of the school.

February 14, 2021, gunmen abducted at least 18 passengers of the Niger State Transport Authority along Zungeru road in Niger State. Eons 
Intelligence gathered the assailants numbering about 250, stormed the four villages in the Local Government on motorcycles, shooting 
sporadically at the defenceless residents before abducting the passengers who were on their way to Minna the state capital from Kotangora.
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From the trend above, Niger State seems to be plagued more with abduction and deaths from bandits than other crimes. A 
cursory look at the incidents mentioned above shows that unarmed victims of these dastard acts are attacked without 
resistance, hindrance, or confrontation.
Notably among these abductions is that there is always financial demand made by the bandits, as seen by the demand of 
N200million requested for the release of 19 persons abducted from Kutunku village in Wushishi LGA on March 8, 2021. The 
overwhelming financial burden from the ransom demands and the attendant fear of incessant attacks reached a crescendo as 
villagers from Pandogari district of Rafi Local Government Area fled from their villages to surrounding villages of Tegina and 
others to inhabit classrooms pending when normalcy is restored, according to Mahmood, one of the affected persons.
Intel further alleges from the trend of the kidnapping of school children across the Northern States; there is an urgent need for 
government to investigate and rule out the relationship of members of Boko Haram being disguised as bandits trying to 
exterminate Western education from the North following their belief that Western education is sin. The reason proposed is that 
when fear overwhelms the students of the possibility of being abducted; there will either be massive closure of Northern 
Schools or parents' tendency to gradually withdraw their children, thereby leading to a dearth of Western education in the 
Northern States.
It is encouraged that while tackling insecurity, the purpose behind it is investigated and curbed from its roots. 
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