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records straight.  

Through its bi-annual publications of organized crime facts 

of each of the states in Nigeria, Eons Intelligence attempts 

to augment the dearth of updated and timely release of 

national crime statistics by objectively providing an 

assessment of the situation to provide answers that will 

assist all stakeholders to make an informed decision.

Abia State, which shares a boundary with Imo State to the 

West, has started gaining the reputation for being one of the 

violent Eastern states in the light of recent insecurity 

happenings in Imo State. Some detractors have gone to the 

extent of relying on personal perceptions, presumptions, 

one-off incidents, conspiracy deductions, the power of 

invisible forces, or the scramble for resources to form an 

opinion.

Abia State with an estimated population of 2.4 million and 

predominantly of Igbo origin, has recently come under the 

limelight due to heightened insecurity trailing South-Eastern 

states. With the spike in attacks of police officers and police 

stations, correctional facilities and other notable public and 

private properties and persons in some selected Eastern 

States of the Nation, speculations have given rise to an 

underlying tone that denotes all Eastern States as 

presenting an uncongenial image of a hazardous zone, 

which fast deteriorates into a notorious terrorist region.

The myth of more violent South-Eastern States than their 

Northern counterparts cuts across all social media and 

social status amongst the elites, expatriates, the rich, the 

poor, and the ugly, sending culpable fears amidst all.

Hence, it is necessary to use verified statistics that use a 

database that indexes and codes fatal incidents daily to set 

REVIEW OF LAST SIX MONTHS INSECURITY TRENDS AND PATTERNS FROM OCTOBER 2020 TO MARCH 2021
(Source: Nigeria Dailies)

Saturday, March 27, 2021: 
An explosion has occurred at the 
Umuola Hall, Ward 8, Ogbor Hill, 

Aba North council, during the ongoing 
by-election into the Aba North/South 

Federal Constituency seat.

Monday, March 22, 2021: 
Gunmen killed three police officers 
attached to the Abia State Police 
Command in Abiriba, Ohafia LGA 

of Abia State.

Friday, January 22, 2021: 
Youths from Usako Uko in Ikwuano 
local government area of Abia State 
allegedly invaded their neighbours' 

territories in Nkari in Ini Local 
Government Area of Akwa Ibom State, 
attacked its people killing three people 

and abducting four others.

Thursday, October 22, 2020: 
Armed hoodlums broke into the 
National Correctional Service 

Centre in Umuahia in an attempt 
to free inmates.

Tuesday, February 23, 2021: 
Hoodlums invaded the Nigerian Police 

Divisional Headquarters in Abayi 
Osisioma Ngwa, Aba in Abia state, 

killing two police officers, carted away 
ammunition and set the building on fire.

Wednesday, March 24, 2021: 
About 50 armed hoodlums suspected 

to be members of the proscribed 
Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB) 

invaded the Araria junction in Enugu- 
Port Harcourt Expressway, ostensibly 
to attack the soldiers. However, 11 of 
them met their waterloo during a fierce 
gun battle with the Nigeria Army in Aba.
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TRENDS AND PATTERN OF INSECURITY IN THE STATE DURING THE LAST DECADE

 Aba North & 
Aba South LGA:

Criminality

Protests

Kidnapping

Cultism

Vigilantism

Mob Justice

Ngwa: Obi Ngwa 
& Osisioma Ngwa:
Kidnapping
Human Trafficking

Umuahia North & 
Umuahia South:

Political Violence

Kidnapping

Cultism

Restive Youth

Ugwunagbo:

Restive Youth

Criminality

Political Tensions

(Source: Fieldwork)
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TRENDS AND PATTERN OF INSECURITY IN THE STATE IN THE YEAR 2017
(Source: Nigeria Bureau of Statistics)
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As diagrammatically summarized above, findings from over ten years show that insecurity has considerably reduced 

within the state as measured by the number of conflict fatalities. The spike in kidnapping activities and associated fatalities 

witnessed early 2010, especially the high profile kidnapping of over a dozen schoolchildren from a bus, which led to a 

security offensive by military and police may be said to have abated. Predominant crimes trending in the last decade 

within the state, mainly robberies and kidnapping, seem to have given way to grievous harm against persons taking the 

lead.

Comparatively, Abia State, which recently has not been inundated with the levels of violence and insecurity that other 

states within the South-Eastern region have experienced in the timeline under review, can be relatively peaceful.  The 

serene and calm atmosphere being enjoyed within can be said to have once more reclaimed the state its honour as God's 

Own State. Abia, which boasts of rich agricultural produce, and one of Nigeria's producers of about 27% crude oil and 

natural gas, welcomes you to a whole new tourist experience where the intermingling of made in Aba experience and a 

unique blend of cultural diversity grants you a whole new realm of relaxation akin to international tourism.
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