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ORGANIZED CRIME FACT 
Cross River State

 

 

  

2019/2020 TIMELINE

RANSOMS 

RUNNING INTO 

SEVERAL 

MILLIONS OF 

NAIRA WERE
 

PAID 

IN 6 MONTHS 

(OCTOBER

 

2019 –

 MARCH 2020) 

ACCORDING TO 

NIGERIAN DAILIES

 

September – November, 

2019: 6 members of 

University of Calabar Teaching 

Hospital were abducted

 

September – November, 2019: 

2 spare parts merchants with 

shops at Chamley & Eight 
Miles respec�vely, a son in-law 

to a senior lecturer in Faculty 

of Arts, UNICAL; and a re�red 

civil servant were abducted

 

A senior staff of one of 

the leading banks and 

two other traders 

were kidnapped and 

ransom ranging from 

N1m to 

N2.5million paid

A well-known entrepreneur 

was abducted at Garden 

Street and ransom 

demanded. The brother was 

detained when he went to 

deliver the ransom. The 

ransom was collected and 

the entrepreneur released. 

The two brothers ended up 

par�ng a cumula�ve sum of 

N3.5million as ransom

March  7 – 10, 2020: 

A popular owner of a 

night club , Assistant 

Director of University of 

Calabar

 

Teaching Hospital 

and Wife of the Medical 

director of Akwa Ibom

Specialist Hospital, Uyo 

were all abducted

February 22, 2020: A 

Calabar socialite was 

abducted at Efio-Ete.

January – February 2020: 7 

persons including a UNICAL 

lecturer, an Accoun�ng 

staff of Nigerian Chronicle 

Newspaper and a 

businessman were 

kidnapped for ransom 
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The magnificent essence of nature comes to play as you take a tour from the elevated plateau of the mountain tops of Obanliku to the Rain 

forests of Afi. The masterstroke comes to view at the spiralling Ox-bow of Calabar River, which provides sights and images of the Tinapa 

Business Resort. From sailing across hills and valleys through the hanging rope bridge to have a glimpse of the crop of orangutans, 

chimpanzees and other rare species, you are ushered into the Waterfalls of Agbokim and Kwa that orchestrates the well-laid plan of a 

Government that knows how to bring out the beauty of nature's gift to man. The winding adventure is presented at the Calabar Marina, Calabar 

Residency Museum and the Calabar Slave Park along its course, making a trip to Cross River State the delight of any tourist. No tourist 

departs without a handful of the medicinal plants adoring the area. Hence, Calabar, popularly called the Canaan City, noted for its tranquillity 

and serenity, has gradually transformed into the epicentre of crimes.

Created in 1987, Cross River State is located in the southeastern corner of Nigeria and shares a common boundary with the Republic of 

Cameroon to the East, Benue State to the North, Ebonyi State to the North West, Abia and the Anambra States to the West, and Akwa Ibom 

State to the South.

The state derives its name from the Cross River, which traverses almost its entire length and empties into the Atlantic Ocean. The state has an 

area of 23,072,425 square kilometres with a population of about 5.2 million people. Cross River State's capital city is Calabar, a coastal city 

with a rich cultural and historical heritage.

With the display of grandeur annually from December 1 to December 31 showcasing the unity in diversity of all the 18 Local Governments and 

the rich culture of the state, the question arises as to what may be amiss to create a tense environment of insecurity? 

The charm associated with the state to earn it the title of the land flowing with milk and honey fast erodes as abduction gains prominence as the 

order of the day. Clubs and nightlife are going into extinction as entrepreneurs relocate their businesses and families to surrounding states, 

while those that dare to remain close daily as early as 5pm. The eerie echoes that trail pedestrians who attempt a stroll by 7pm around the 

once-bustling and busy highbrow areas of Federal Housing Estates and Satellite Town make one fear even his shadow. 

Kidnapping seems to have encountered a fertile evergreen soil in Cross River State. 

Insecurity is the state of being subject to danger or injury. It creates an atmosphere of anxiety which makes the people feel vulnerable 

and insecure. Nigeria is bedevilled with several illegal armed groups, ethnic militia groups, religious fundamentalist and fanatics that 

create a tense atmosphere that Cross River State is not immune to.
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Though ranking among the seven least terrorized States, Cross 

River State is known for its high spate of arson and carnage and 

looting. This confirmation came on the heels of the Governor of the 

State; Ben Ayade, while commiserating with the pains borne by the 

citizens, charged the security personnel to engage in a house to 

house search and fish out unscrupulous elements whose intent are 

desperately trying to discredit the peaceful disposition of the 

citizens of Cross River.

Calabar Discussants group in a Security Summit held in the state 

stated that the state's breakdown of security is the cause of high 

perpetration of criminal activities in the state. The discussant, an all-

embracing group, comprises security experts, academics, security 

operatives, clergymen, traditional rulers, and students.

According to the lead discussant, Dr Charles Bassey, a security 

consultant, reiterated that the state was not pulling its weight behind 

upholding effective and active security network, which is why 

criminals have a free leeway to strike without fear. "The fact that 

kidnappings, armed robbery, cultism characterize frequent security 

threats, it means that whatever security system that is in place in the 

state is not working".

In the same vein, a United States (U.S.)-based Sheriff Investigator 

and Law Enforcement Expert, Felix Asuquo, alluded that the 

gradual exacerbation of kidnapping and unleash of mayhem in this 

erstwhile peaceful state has thus degenerated to a crescendo that 

he called on the Governor, Benedict Ayade to either urgently 

address the situation or resign.

The Nigerian dailies during the last quarter of the Year 2020 had 

published instances where several individuals and groups called 

out the Governor on the heightened spate of insecurity in the state. 

They include Obong of Calabar, Edidem Ekpo Okon Abasi Otu V, 

the Nigeria Medical Association (NMA), Civil Society Organisations 

(CSOs), the Senatorial Southern Assembly (CRSSDA), and other 

groups had expressed similar concerns.

In re-affirming that insecurity was initially foreign to the state, 

Asuquo made the call in a letter addressed to Governor Ayade 

titled: "Do Your Job as Governor or Resign Immediately," and made 

available to newsmen in the last quarter of 2020.

"Asuquo stated that as a Cross River indigene in the Diaspora, it is 

expedient that I write you ahead of the Yuletide season because 

indigenes of Cross River will be celebrating Christmas in fear for the 

first time," the letter reads.

He lamented that the year 2020 had been very challenging for the 

people of Cross River, adding that the challenges were worsened 

by the COVID-19 pandemic, denial of palliatives to residents and 

insecurity in the state.

"For the avoidance of doubt, I have attached a list of victims who 

have been kidnapped under your administration. The security 

situation in the state has become so bad that even ordinary peasant 

street traders, small business owners, and farmers are being 

kidnapped," he said.

In proffering a solution to the diverse security challenges plaguing 

the state, Mr Daniel Fansen said Calabar needs to rebuild its 

security architecture by setting up an emergency response centre 

and a security trust fund to be ready and steady funds channelled to 

meet security challenges daily. He believes that an emergency 

response centre's presence will enable the masses to know whom 

to call and expect immediate action when there is a security threat 

or an attack. He further reiterated that:" People have lost confidence 

in the police, and asking them to depend on the police for action is a 

waste of time, and nothing reasonable can be done to address 

security challenges". He, therefore, called for the establishment of 

security cameras and constant surveillance in risks prone areas to 
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curtail frequent criminal activities in the state. 

In reacting to the various security challenges, Governor Ben Ayade 

identified with the people's pains while assuring them that security 

is everyone's responsibility and not everybody's business. By 

saying everybody's business, you are talking about people doing 

business for gain, but everybody's responsibility means everyone 

has a stake and should be proactive in tackling security 

challenges." 

Mr Lawrence Alobi, the former Commissioner of Police in Federal 

Capital Territory, supported the Governor by stating that the fight 

against insecurity in the country has gone beyond the security 

agencies and depending on them is a risk". Security agencies alone 

cannot combat the war against Boko Haram, militancy, kidnapping, 

rapes and cultism. Everyone should be part of the war by providing 

information, carrying out surveillance and being security conscious.
The Governor concluded by calling on the citizens to rise and 
defend their land from criminal elements bent on destroying the 
state's image.
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