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WATER AND HUMAN EXISTENCE  

ARE THREATENED AS CLIMATE  

CHANGE ESCALATES 

 



 
Water is such a vital component of human beings, occupying over 60-75% of body mass that a loss 
of just 4% of total body water leads to dehydration. The fatality may not be recoverable when the 
loss of body fluid climbs to 16% or more.  While a man may survive up to a month without food, 
survival without water, on the other hand, may not be feasible for up to 3 days. However, what 
happens when water becomes incapable of performing its primary function? If the water becomes 
unable to quench human thirst, what will become of man? 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Research says a human being cannot survive without water for more than 72 hours. There is the 
dearth of studies of what happens when this water is readily available, but incapable of performing 
its primary responsibility. Many of water’s supporting life roles are due to their molecular structure 
and a few unique properties. Water’s extensive capability to dissolve various molecules has earned 
it the designation of “universal solvent,” and this ability makes water such an invaluable life-
sustaining force. 
  
 
As the heat-trapping intensifies, questions arise that when the molecular elements of water 
disintegrate making water incapable of quenching thirst, what becomes of man? 
  
 

women men 

WATER 
55-65% 

WATER 
55-65% 

FAT 
15-20% 

MINERAL 
58-60% 

PROTEIN 
16-18% 

FAT 
20-30% 

MINERAL 
55-60% 

PROTEIN 
14-16% 



Though Earth’s climate change is as old as 
history, research collected through earth-
orbiting satellites and other technological 
advances reveals that climate change has 
worsened within the last five years. Global 
warming is of particular significance because 
statistics indicate that human beings are the 
architect of this current trend. 
  
Eons Intelligence gathered that the planet’s 
average surface temperature has risen to 
about 2.12 degrees Fahrenheit (1.18 degrees 
Celsius) since the late 19th century, a change 
driven primarily by increased carbon dioxide 
emissions into the atmosphere and other 
human activities. Though most of the warming 
occurred in the past 40 years, speculations 
arise that the year 2021 may surpass Years 2016 
to 2020 in warmth as the increase in heat 
worsens. The recent unpredictability in 
weather patterns and aggravating intensity of 
the increase in heat has posed a threat for 
people who rely on land, lakes, and seas to 
feed themselves and earn a living. 
  
Despite the impact of this impending doom 
hovering to envelop the world, there are 
insufficient media coverage and public 
awareness campaigns in Nigeria targeted at 
sensitizing the populace of the imminent 
danger.   
It is crucial to situate that Nigeria’s response to 
climate change will be dictated by how well its 
people understand and effectively manage it. 
Eons Intelligence believes that since many 
Nigerians are affected by this unfolding climate 
change, they have the right to be better 
informed to understand and respond 
effectively to their changing climate. Providing 

people with the information they need will 
therefore be crucial.  
  
Effective communication and actualization of 
the citizens’ successful enlightenment and 
participation in climate change management 
are feasible when the government and media 
jointly sensitize the masses through jingles, 
campaigns, audios, and videos of the 
impending gloom roaming unattended. 
Unfortunately, hampering the awareness 
campaign is the underrating importance given 
to its significance, while majority relegates 
climate changes as an act of a Supreme Being 
that defies managing its course of action. 
 
Though many Nigerians are equipped with the 
knowledge that weather patterns are changing 
and that extreme weather events are more 
likely to occur, few are enlightened on the 
associated risks. Those Nigerians who do not 
understand the science of climate change have 
noticed changes in the weather and seasons. 
They can tell of unusual changes in rainfall 
patterns, increases in temperature, and 
worsening existing environmental problems. 
 
Nevertheless, they have failed to see the 
possible connection of these circumstances 
with global climate change due to minimal 
awareness of the concepts of climate change 
and global warming among the Nigerian public. 
 
  
 



While some Nigerians criticize the government for lack of visible action on climate change and the 

environment, others believe that mitigation strategies such as regulating carbon dioxide emissions will 

ameliorate climate changes. 

  

However, most people have ignored the link between human activities, such as gas flaring, burning of 

fossil fuels for energy and exhaust fumes emissions to the increasing amount of heat-trapping of gases 

in the atmosphere, which warms the Earth affecting its climate system. The inconsistent rainfall patterns 

of late affecting harvest and other climatic disasters impact humans and crops. Though no scientific 

conclusions exist about the relationship of coronavirus transmission and climate change, studies abound 

that climate change alters the relationship between humans with other species on Earth and poses a 

matter of priority related to health 

and man’s risk of infections. 

  

According to notable scientists, as 

the planet heats up, animals big and 

small, terrestrial and aquatic tend to 

head towards the poles to avoid the 

heat. In this journey, animals that 

ordinarily should not see each other, 

meet and interact, thereby creating 

the possibility of pathogens to 

inhabit new hosts. Suffice to say 

that many of the root causes of climate change also increase pandemics’ risk, according to Dr Aaron 

Bernstein, Director of Harvard Chan C- Change.  

  

As seen with the struggle by the Nigerian government and Nigerians in managing the outbreak of 

COVID-19, and the minimal attention to forestall the impending doom of climate change, it is pertinent 

Global warming VS Climate change 



          Eons Intelligence  eonsintelligenc            Eons Intelligence               Eons Intelligence 

  

Eons Intelligence is a strategic intelligence 
and advisory group which specializes in 
bespoke analysis of crime, political, 
economic risk and opportunities in Nigeria. 
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