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REVIEW OF SIX MONTHS INCIDENTS FROM OCTOBER 2020 TO MARCH 2021
(Source: Nigerian dailies)

April 3, 2021: 
Herdsmen machetes 

retired school principal at 
Isokun area of Igangan in 
the Ibarapa North LGA.

March 15, 2021: 
Gunmen abduct a Reynolds 

Construction Company 
(RCC) staff and a new 

generation bank worker at a 
quarry site located along 
Ijebu-Ode/Ibadan road.

March 1, 2021: 
Two persons lost their lives, 
while some members of the 
Oyo State Security Network 
Agency, Amotekun and a 

vigilante, were injured during a 
fight between Fulani and Yoruba 

at the Aba Abugudu Market 
in the Atisbo LGA.

February 26, 2021: 
The Oodua Peoples Congress 
(OPC) arrested four notorious 

kidnappers, including the 
second in command to the 
dreaded kidnapper, Wakilu, 

in the Ibarapa area.
February 15, 2021: 

At least six persons have lost 
their lives and properties 

destroyed after an ethnic clash 
between the Yorubas and Hausas, 
which started at Shasha market 

in Akinyele LGA, Ibadan.

January 22, 2021: 
Two persons die, Amotekun 
office and a police vehicle 
set ablaze in a communal 
clash between residents of 
Ago-Are and Tede areas 

of the state.

January 15, 2021: 
Assailants suspected to be 
Fulani herdsmen allegedly 

attacked Konko village, 
Ibarapa North LGA, killing 
two persons and injuring 

several others in the process.

January 22, 2021: 
Supporters of Sunday Igboho 
attacked herders in Ibarapa 
and burned the Seriki Fulani 

house of Oyo State.

January 9, 2021: 
About seven persons were 

reportedly killed after men of 
the State Security Network 

Agency (Amotekun) and some 
Fulani herdsmen clashed at 
Okebi, Aiyete community, 

Ibarapa North LGA.

February 23, 2021: Gunmen abducted a student in the Sociology department of the University of Ibadan while he 
was at work on his father's farm.

December 21, 2020: Armed hoodlums attacked traders and loot shops at Gbaremu-Idi-Obi, Baba Sebi Oba, along 
the Iwo road expressway in Ibadan.
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December 12, 2020: A former candidate of the House of Representatives of the State, Fatai Aborode, was shot 
dead by gunmen.

December 4, 2020: A suspected robber was beaten up and set ablaze by an angry mob in Ibadan.

November 24, 2020: One person was killed, and okada riders and warders clash in Ibadan.

November 15, 2020: Police arrest one of the #ENDSARS protesters who ate bodies of roasted police officers in 
Ibadan.

October 26, 2020: Gunmen kidnap the Chairman of Iganna Local Council Development and his driver.
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STATISTICAL ANALYSIS OF CRIME 
IN OYO STATE DURING THE YEAR 2017
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2
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From the above figures, a comparison of the last 6 months of crime 
incidents from October 2020 to March 2021 with crime statistics of 
the year 2017 shows that the erstwhile serene state of peace, 
harmony and unity has become bedevilled with insecurity. 
According to the Merriam-Webster dictionary, insecurity is when a 
person or place is beset by fear and anxiety, not adequately 
guarded or becomes an unsafe location.
Different people have attributed various factors as to the cause of 
insecurity. While many allege unemployment, ethnicity and poverty 
are the leading causes, another school of thought believes bad 
governance, the relegation of youths to the background and poor 
accountability are the root causes. Whatever the primary cause of 
insecurity may be, handling insecurity with a kids glove seems to 
fuel the heightened increase witnessed recently. From terrorism, 
through kidnapping to all forms of violent clashes (herdsmen, cult 
and communal), Oyo state seems to have become home to varying 
degrees of insecurity.
With its capital as Ibadan, Oyo State ranks as the third most 
populous city in Nigeria and formerly the second most populous in 
Africa. The state boasts an approximate population of 8million 
people. Nicknamed as the Pace Setter State, it is noted for being 
the first University in Nigeria, the University of Ibadan. The 
pacesetter of innovation, development and creativity seems to be 
degenerating into a pacesetter state of notoriety and a den of 
mayhem.
The aggravating challenge of insecurity that tends to be gradually 
eluding the state security personnel to curb has led to the Governor 
beckoning on the military to deploy troops, especially to Oke-
Ogun's border towns Ibarapa which are porous. Makinde made one 
of such call while receiving the Chief of Defence Staff, Gen. Lucky 
Irabor, who led other top military personnel on a courtesy visit to the 
Governor on Thursday, March 11, 2021.
At the peak of this crisis in Oyo is herdsmen brutality and 
kidnapping, which led intelligence to propose community policing to 
augment the Federal and Security apparatus. Community policing 
is a democratic arm of security where the people's safety is by the 
people and for the people. It is a global concept and way to go. It 
has become a good recommendation for Nigeria in general and Oyo 
State, especially now when the authority can no longer guarantee 
the security of citizens' lives and properties. In community policing, 

volunteers with terrain intelligence, local knowledge, traditional 
endowment, zeal and energy to protect their areas are identified, 
exploited, regulated and monitored by constituted authorities. 
From the figures above, predominant crimes in Oyo State, which 
formerly used to be offences against persons capable of causing 
grievous harm during the year 2017, have tilted presently towards 
herdsmen brutality and kidnapping. The possible reason proffered 
for the rise in kidnapping and herders brutality against persons is 
that human resources contribute to any nation's economic growth. 
Therefore, an alteration in human resources either positively or 
negatively has its repercussion effect on the environment. Hence, 
economic growth without social progress lets the great majority of 
the people remain in poverty, while a privileged few reap the 
benefits of rising abundance, according to John F. Kennedy. This is 
why the economic benefits of investing in human resources cannot 
be overemphasized. Therefore, investing entirely in human 
resources will ensure future generations' well-being and 
productivity for decades to come. By contrast, the physical, 
emotional and intellectual impairment that poverty inflicts on human 
resources, primarily youths, can mean a lifetime of suffering and 
want, and a legacy of poverty for the next generation".  The human 
resources of any nation constitute a formidable force capable of 
bringing growth and development to any nation. Therefore, there is 
a need for the gainful engagement of people in the right channels to 
harness the country's growth and progress. Where unemployment 
and underemployment thrive and working-class adults are 
relegated to the background unemployed or underemployed, they 
constitute a menace capable of degenerating to insecurity.
Community policing is once more advocated as its successful 
impact has been lauded in the past where security agencies in 
partnership with one Ali Kwara, a fearless and traditionally endowed 
individual, could rout out criminals from their zones. With the 
impeccable results achieved by Ali Kwara's feats, it is believed that 
this ugly insecurity trend rising in the state can be curbed if Sunday 
Igbogho's resources and team are adequately channelled in the 
right direction.
Sunday Adeyemo, popularly known as Sunday Igboho has 
exhibited similar traits, with very optimistic spirits. The Igangan 
incident where the Igboho-led angry mob razed the Seriki's houses 
and cars is condemnable and not encouraged. It is a typical 
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example of jungle justice. Nevertheless, this is not unexpected 
when relevant security agencies failed to effectively perform their 
responsibilities of nipping the situation in the bud, thereby pushing 
the people to the wall, leaving them with no option other than to 
adopt a self-help approach. 
With the people claiming that they know the perpetrators of these 
dastard acts and their hideouts, community policing will effectively 
come to play to ameliorate the insecurity challenge. However, with 

no corresponding attention given to the people's cry from 
constituted authorities, the residents may have no option other than 
to exploit alternative means of defending themselves.
Therefore, it is recommended that Oyo State integrate the likes of 
Sunday Igboho and his cohorts into the state's security architecture, 
using intelligence information from the residents and indigenes in 
resolving the insecurity challenges in Oyo state.
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