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As the epicentre of terrorism and violent acts; 

It is said to represent the most dangerous state in the nation;  

Because of its daily records of vicious and ferocious attacks; 

With soft targets unleashed as suicide bombers; 

And toddlers barely able to distinguish their right from left trained 
for war; 

There is no iota of a scintilla of peace; 

As the influx of internally displaced persons; 

And deaths in their thousands are left in its wake;  

It tends fast as a city in ruins. 
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According to 

Public Service 

International, 

in the last 10 

years: 

7million people in need 

of humanitarian 

services 

37 Health Aid workers 

murdered 

350,000 have lost their lives 

According to BBC/ICSR Research, 80% of 

global terrorist attacks in 2015 were from 

two Countries of Nigeria and Somalia  
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REVIEW OF SIX MONTHS INCIDENTS FROM OCTOBER 2020 TO MARCH 2021
(Source: Nigerian dailies)

March 11, 2021: 15 Nigerian soldiers were allegedly killed, while several others were injured in an ambush by 
Islamic State of West African Province (ISWAP) fighters in Gudumnali.

February 23, 2021: At least 10 persons were confirmed killed and about 60 injured when Boko Haram insurgents 
attacked Maiduguri.

February 9, 2021: Boko Haram killed 5 soldiers and abducted about 10 electrical engineers working along the 
Maiduguri-Damaturu road.

February 7, 2021: The jihadists attacked two military patrol teams comprising 52 soldiers and killed 3 soldiers, 
seized a gun truck, and burned an MRAP as well as a caterpillar.

January 30, 2021: At least 6 persons lost their lives during a Boko Haram attack on a military “super camp” in 
Dikwa.

February 28, 2021: 
Two staff of the Transmission 

Company of Nigeria (TCN) was 
injured when their vehicle struck a 
landmine planted by Boko Haram 

terrorists in Kaga LGA.

January 31, 2021: 
Three security operatives, including 

two police officers and one 
Combined Joint Task Force (CJTF) 
operative, were killed when Boko 
Haram insurgents attacked their 

checkpoint around Kurmari, along 
Maiduguri in Magunmeri LGA.

December 12, 2020: 
Boko Haram insurgents invaded 

Askira Community, Askira/Uba LGA, 
in about eleven gun trucks, 

killing six civilians.

November 17, 2020: 
12 Assistant Superintendent of 

Police were abducted on their way 
from Borno state to conduct a 

special operation in Zamfara state 
when they were ambushed and 

kidnapped by gunmen.
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January 22, 2021: Boko Haram/ISWAP attack police checkpoint located about 20 kilometres to Maiduguri, 
killing one officer and cart away trucks.

January 13, 2021: Boko Haram/ISWAP insurgents attacked Gaijram town and abducted a village district head 
and a 21-year old man.

January 11, 2021: Boko Haram terrorists armed with 2 cars laden with explosives and gun trucks attacked the 
troops of 402 Special Forces Task Force Brigade at a Harbour area Kafa leaving 11 soldiers injured five dead.

December 26, 2020: Suspected Boko Haram insurgents attacked four villages across the Southern part of the 
state setting several houses ablaze.

December 12, 2020: The Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP) jihadists kidnapped a newly married UN 
staff and his best man in the state while returning from the wedding ceremony.

December 9, 2020: Boko Haram killed an unspecified number of commuters using an Improvised Explosive 
Device (IED) at Gamboru Ngala road between Muna and Dogumani.

December 7, 2020: Islamic State West Africa Province's (ISWAP) jihadists killed ten troops and took one 
hostage in a clash in Borno.

November 29, 2020: Boko Haram/ISWAP fighters seized 11 Gulf cars in an ambush around Ja'alta.

November 28, 2020: About 45 rice farmers at the Kwashebein Zabarmari community were murdered by Boko 
Haram insurgents while harvesting their crops.

At the mention of Borno State, the term Sambisa forest vividly 

comes to mind, with imaginations running wild of the state is the 

epicentre of terrorism, crime and banditry. Crime is the 

government's inability to ensure a secured environment for the 

citizens' safety of lives and properties, according to Osawe Cyril 

(PhD), a Public Affairs analyst with the Lagos State University,

Insecurity is dangerous lapses that can prove challenging to 

manage nightmares for governing bodies while lowering the 

ordinary person's confidence in the national security architecture. 

Research has it that insecurity is a mirror reflection of those in 

power.  

For every organization, there is a headquarters. Borno State can be 

said to be the nation's headquarters of Boko Haram/ISWAP attacks. 

The prominent attacks suffered by residents and indigenes of 

Borno, as deduced from the statistics above, are terrorism and 

abduction by bandits.

 Boko Haram movement, which means Western education is a sin, 

sprang up in 2002 in Maiduguri, Borno.  The movement initially 

started as a peaceful organization advocating for a strict 

interpretation and implementation of Islamic law in Nigeria. It aimed 

to replace Western education with Sharia law. 

However, in an attempt to extinguish a match flame with a fuel-

doused material, the security personnel attempted to suppress the 

insurrection ignited by the Boko Haram founder through extra-

judicially killing the founder and more than 700 of his followers. This 

led the sect to establish a more formidable group under the 
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leadership of the second in command, Abubakar Shekau running 

the affairs to this present day.

Abubakar Shekau, on March 7, 2015, pledged his alliance with the 

Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (now known as ISIS). However, 

when a dispute broke out among the two groups, several of the 

terrorists broke out to form their group known as the Islamic State of 

West Africa, according to the British Broadcasting Corporation. Intel 

has it that this leadership tussle may further deteriorate than unite 

back forces.

The Shekau linked Buduma group are alleged to have arrived in an 

ISWAP hidden village before killing two persons and abducted five 

women. The women are believed to be the wives of ISWAP 

terrorists. The group also looted some essential items, including 

scarce food, before disappearing.

However, the Buduma thieves were caught up by ISWAP elements 

leading to a heavy gun battle between locations given as Kaduna 

Ruwa and Kaiga; the fierce fighting leads to the annihilation of about 

16 terrorists from both sides of the rival terrorist groups, while others 

barely escaped in various directions with bullet wounds.

In a twist of self-disengagement fortune, the six bitter wives of the 

ISWAP terrorists escaped and surrounded the Nigerian troops in 

Sector 3 Headquarters of the Multinational Joint Task Force 

(MNJTF) Monguno.

Known sources with knowledge of the long time rivalry between 

Boko Haram JAS faction and ISIS-affiliated ISWAP faction revealed 

that the bitter rivalry had intensified after the killing of one Ali Daru, 

who stormed the ISWAP camp and killed several fighters at Sabon 

Tombu.

Borno State has not known real peace after that incident as it has 

degenerated to intermittent restiveness and insecurity. The uprising 

and escalation of Boko Haram's activities in Borno State gradually 

cascaded to all other parts of the Federation, worsening the nation's 

spate of insecurity. This sect's activities come in the form of wanton 

destruction of lives and properties, recurrent attacks, and other 

forms of aggression. Over ten years down the line, over seven 

million are in dire need of humanitarian services, and over 350,000 

killed within the state alone, making the activities of the sect 

constituting a significant barrier impeding national growth and 

development.

Theoretically, the Boko Haram insurgency can be attributed to and 

explained in part as an expression of the country's relative 

deprivation condition. 

Relative deprivation theory is the conscious experience of a 

negative discrepancy between legitimate expectations and the 

present realities. When individuals or groups believe that their 

legitimate rights have been denied or marginalized, this may cause 

a sense of anger, antagonism, and lack of trust toward the 

responsible party or entity responsible for the deprivation, as 

postulated by Dr Ewetan Olabanji, a Political Economist with the 

Covenant University. The marginalized individuals or group will 

then engage in any means necessary to restore a sense of social 

satisfaction. Hence, the theory explains the inherent gap between 

what is expected and what is available.

The theoretical stance of relative deprivation gives credence to and 

corroborates the ongoing national incidence of terrorism in Nigeria. 

The Boko Haram insurgency in Nigeria has a semblance to its 

relative deprivation conditions' manifestation and expression. The 

theory shows that terrorist activities and violence result from 

socioeconomic and political marginalization, deprivation, and 

unequal access to economic opportunities. This premise is evident 

in the Northeast, where most of the population is illiterate and lives 

in extreme poverty. The Northeast states are at the bottom on every 

social and economic index compared to other states, which 

magnifies the degree of deprivation in that area”.
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This above statement reflects in the article: “Why Men Rebel”, a 

book published in 1970 after a decade of political violence across 

the world; the writer Robert Gurr (1970) argued that relative 

deprivation demonstrates a canyon or rift between expected and 

achieved socioeconomic and political opportunities. He went ahead 

to articulate different kinds of political insurgencies as a 

consequence of collective discontent associated with a sense of 

relative deprivation. This argument holds some predictive value 

because, in Borno, the home of the Boko Haram terror group and 

the insurgency's epicentre, it is the most deprived in terms of 

socioeconomic and political opportunities in Nigeria.

Hence, when individuals or groups realize that the actual situation is 

even more demeaning than the anticipated relative to the 

surrounding states, they may perceive denial of their legitimate 

rights and benefits. 

Therefore, with the denial of Sharia law supremacy over Western 

education, members of the sect strongly argued that they were 

consciously, systematically, and strategically deprived, with their 

economic, social, and political rights denied and violated by the 

state. Instead, their leader and over 700 members were killed, 

which began the origin of a conflict.

The above statement explains why Boko Haram started its terror 

campaign; its targets were government buildings and security 

personnel. After that, the terror group began to attack churches, 

media houses, diplomatic buildings, and universities. However, as 

time went on, from being an obscure movement confined to North-

Eastern Nigeria, Boko Haram, at the height of its success, emerged 

as the most palpable threat to Nigeria's continual existence as an 

indivisible nation. The Nigerian government's inability to engage 

and destroy Boko Haram's insurgency at its emergence after that 

created widespread fear of insecurity and probably irreversible 

damage to the nation's polity and development.

The sect's activities after that escalated when on April 14, 2014, the 

terrorists kidnapped around 250 students from Government Girls 

Secondary School, Chibok in Borno State;  popularly referred to as 

the Chibok girls. 

Following aggressive military offensives by the Nigerian military 

forces, the terror group became compelled to change its tactics 

away from occupying territories to guerrilla warfare and increased 

suicide bombers, especially female bombers against “soft targets”.

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (2015) 

reported that 44 children were involved in suicide bombings, up 

from four in 2014. Seventeen of the bombings involving children 

bombers were in Nigeria

The restiveness and insecurity in the state have led to it not 

realizing its full potential, mainly arising from the uprising and 

escalating of Boko Haram's activities in the Northeast region of the 

country.
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