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February 22, 2021: At least three persons have lost their lives, shops, mosques and properties worth millions of 
naira destroyed in Billiri town over the appointment of a new Mai Tangle, the traditional ruler in Gombe state. 
The resulting violence led to the State government imposing a curfew to forestall the breakdown of law and 
order in the state. The curfew was first declared on Friday, February 19, from dusk to dawn, but was reviewed to 
6am and 2pm and further relaxed on March 8 to 6pm. Over 24 arrests have been made concerning this incident.

January to February 2021: According to the National Drug Law Enforcement Agency, about 4 persons have been 
sentenced to various jail terms for offences bordering on drug trafficking.

Surrounded by states infested with insurgency but unaffected by it, Gombe lives up to its name as the Jewel in the 
Savannah. Priding itself majestically as an inestimable Jewel endowed inwards with the intermingling of nature's greenery 
vegetation and sophisticated architectural aesthetic, but threatened outwards by raving insecurity, Gombe ignites to life the 
majestic edifice of Burj Khalifa situated in the middle of the water, by retaining its relatively peaceful architectural ambience 
despite being surrounded by states ravaged by insurgency.

Gombe state, which was carved out of Bauchi on October 1, 1996, shares its boundaries with Borno and Adamawa states to 
2the East, Bauchi state to the West, Yobe state to the North, Taraba state to the South. Situated in a 17,100km  expanse of 

land, this relatively peaceful state that boasts around a 3.5million population and 11 Local Government Areas was initially 
inundated with insecurity in the early 2010s.

In mid-2010, the Boko Haram insurgency orchestrated several attacks within the state that threatened its foundation. 

Timeline of insecurity incidents in Gombe State in the past six months from 
October 2020 to March 2021 only shows the reporting of the same two major 
insecurity incidents by different Nigerian dailies.

December 22, 2014: 
Suicide bombing at a bus station that 

left over 20 people dead.

January 1, 2015: 
Attack by a suicide bomber at a New Year 

eve service where several people were injured.

January 14, 2015: 
A suicide bomber attacked a mosque in the 
state, killing 2 people and leaving 14 others 

wounded.

February 2, 2015: 
a female suicide bomber attacked, 

killing 1 person while injuring 18 others.

Reviews of some significant incidents during the period include:
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However, the past six months' incidents, as shown above, indicates that the state currently enjoys peace and serenity. 

Reasons adjudged for this peaceful atmosphere can be traced to both the Governor's relentless efforts in eschewing 

violence from the state and the use of community policing been wholly embraced by the state.

With the then worrisome spate of insecurity in the state in 2019, Governor Muhammadu Inuwa Yahaya reviewed the 

state's security architecture during the period under review. The Governor noted several lapses and emphasized the need 

for a robust community policing strategy capable of stemming the tide.

The State Governor, Muhammad Inuwa Yahaya, then on Monday, June 22, 2020, inaugurated the state's community 

Policing Advisory Committee. During the inauguration, he solicited local hunters and vigilante groups' cooperation to team 

up their efforts with the conventional security agencies in curbing the menace of insecurity in the state. The Governor 

assured the people that their cooperation with the vigilante groups in complementing the conventional security efforts 

would enhance the safety of lives and property in the state. However, he maintained that laws and superior directives 

would regulate the consolidated security outfit.

Therefore, it may be concluded that the state's Governor's security architecture strengthened by community policing has 

been yielding fruits as insecurity threats seem to have abated from the above statistics seen in the six months insecurity 

incidents reported from October 2020 to March 2021.
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